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25X1 1. Following is a list of the plants and factories subordinate to the First
’ Main Administration of the Ministry of Chemical dIndustry |
25X1 [ [the first two
25X1 belonged to the First Main Administration|
25X1 :
2. Synthesia Chemical Plant
The Synthesia Chemical Plant was a_large industrial complex located in a
25X 1 wooded area in Semtin /5003N-15L3E/, a vil_]%ge situated on the main road
between Pardubice and Bohdaneg /SO005N-15L1E{ [ The approximate location
of the plant was SOOSN—lShjEJ The plant e xtended along the north side
of this rdbad, just opposite the East Bohemian Chemical Works, usually
known as the Rybitvi Plant /5003N-15L2E/. In front of, and outside of,
the main entrance to the plant were two administration buildings in
which were located the plant's administrative and technical staffs. The
nitrocellulose departments were located deep in the forest; they were
25X1 underground and separated by natural earth walls. |
|
25X1 Annex  [Cor DS~53L's memory sketch of the plant. Both the Synthesia and
Rybitvi plants are shown., | a very general picture 25X1
of the plants,_/
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-Foinded in the early part of tﬁe‘tﬂeﬁtiéth’déﬁfury'aéf&“héldiﬁﬁ'

‘l66§§§ﬁ?”6f7théfIﬂperiaI“Chémical“Wbrﬁa of England, Synthesia was
a1

nationalizéed In 1945, and at that time aii extenslive program of = — -

Fegonstiuction wWas begun. ~Befween 1946 and 1949 thé plant obtained;

&8 Uepiiah veparations, complete processing equipnent” £6r the produe-

’i“El#ﬁ&E?fpéﬁﬁiaéfythritalmtaﬁrﬁnitrate (PETN) 8nd another PETN

25X1°
-~ 4fie%alled either in May 1952 or is in the process of being installed.
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migtire, plus all prodess data. [ |this equipment was

- Phis eguipment was first sent %o Synthesia and later transferred to

tHé East Bohemla Chemlcal Works; then, in 1951, it was hastily -
returned to Synthesls. The two sngineers, (fnu) ZADROBILEK and
(fpu) ‘PLICKA, who had supervised the removal of the equipment from

- ‘Wapterhausen /5253N-122TE/, Germany, were in charge of installing 1t
/4% Synthesia. Other reparations received by Synthesia. from Germeny

Ippluded ecomplete processing equipment for the préduction of nitro-

- aplIdlose,. celluloid, and nitric acid, together with 2ll proecess

| |

amponia, nitriec acld, potassium and sodium .cyanides, fartilizers,
collodion, formsldehyds, and ether: more military
exploslves were produced than industrial explosives. |the
Ministry of Defense handled all matters eoncerning military explésivea,

| Two Basic types of industrial explosives
wepre produced, one 1o n mines with gases and oné for use in

es without gases.
the value of industrial exploslves procuc SYRTRe
or The year 30 December 1951 to 29 December 1952 amounted to-

260,000,000 crowns, The average price of industrial explosives
during this same period was 12% orowns per kilogram, Predustion was
insufficient to meet the mounting needs of the czeeh'nininp_llﬂ______q‘
puilding industries, In fact, 1

[Czechoslovakia would have o import industrial explosives
from East Germany during 1953 to compensate for the low production of
industrial explosives. In the Summer of 1951 a breakdown inm
machinery and a lack of spare parts necessitated the import of
industrial explosives from East Germany. This situation lasted for
about six weeks. Agein, in May 1952, the production of explesives
for mines with gases, partiocularly those expitsives scheduled for the
Ostrava region, was interrupted for about two ‘Weeks because of
machinery repalrs, nstead of importing explosives from East
Germany, however, the Dimitrov plant /nee below/ hurriedly increased
its production of these partiocular explosives during the two week
period of repairs, Besides industrial and military expleslves,
Synthesia also produced the following: nitrie acid, of whieh 1t
was one of the largest producers; ammonies, which it was also one
of the largest producers; ethers, of which Synthesia was
the sole produser in Czechoslovakie; potassium & sodium ocyanides,
of whioh Synthesia was the largest producer in Czechoslovakia and
the only producer in Bohemia and Slovakia; collodion, of whieh
Synthesia was the only producer in Czechoelovakia; ethanol; butanol;
and ethylene glycol. :

| |the mumber of workers employed by Synthesia at

about 3,000 or %,000,.:mostly men and/ | &1l Csechs;

the plant operated on three shifts. The rallroad sys om Lgidde

the plant was quite extensive and adequate, AdJjacent to the Rybitvi

Chemical Works and opposlte Syntheslas, on the sowth side of the malnm -

road from Pardubice to Bohdanec, & new large electrie power ‘station

was under eonstruetion and scheduled to be completed By the end of

1952, Thie power station |

will use coal for fuel, will service both Synthesia .
¢ general manager of Synthesls was a former worke

He replaced Dr. (fnu) ZIZKA, an engineer who was jalled-

4n 1951, The plant superintendent was Ing. (fmu) HOLY, who had been. .

an offieial of the plant since before World War II.
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Synthesia's principal products were militar?‘and industrial explosives,
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This plant, formerly known as Dynamit Nobel, was quite old and was
considerably expanded during the period 1920-1937. It was located
.in the suburbs of Bratislava. ]
Inasmuch as 1t was one of the largest. and most lmportant chemleal
plants in Slovakla, it was funggr expanded after 1948 and there were
plans for additlonal expansion The
plant's main products were industrial and milltary expimexves, '
sulphuric acid, hydrofhlﬂzin_ngidl_gitric acid, carbon disulphide,
and superphosphates. |
the annual value, covering the period of the yearly plam from

30 December 1951 to .29 December 1952, of industrial explosives
produced by Dimitrov amounted to 100,000,000 crowns. This plant used
large quemtities of imported pyrites, phosphates, and sulphur.

25X1 the pyrites came from
25X1 Spain through various channels, one of Whioch was British. E;:;;:;::]
[f:%::::%:]czeuhoslovakia received its phosphates from North AIrica
25X1  wuk some phosphates were expected to be imported frol the USSR.
25X1 ' The plant employed abput 2,000
25X1’ oTy3,000 workers who worked mostly in two shifts, although some
departments may have worked in three shifts. The plant had its own
25X1 pewer station| | rtation
o5x1 ~facilities included rallroad spur Tracks, end
& they were adequate. Since all the top people were dIismissed In
25X1 1951 | the names of the present adminlstrative staff
25X1 members. Among those dismiszsed in 1951 were the managing direector,
55x{ Ing. (fmu) RISA and the administrative director, Dr. (faw) HOFFMAN.
Dusikarny '

7. Loeated in the southerm outskirts of Ostrava, this 1aht; which was

Pﬁilt duriing the First Republic, was quite modern.
I

25X1
25X1 | | There were plams for expansion, pariiculanI?‘Ii‘iﬁi‘éield
25X1 of fet¥llizers ! Dusikarny's prineipal
25X1 products were fertilizers (1t was the largest producer of fertilizers
25X1 4n Czechoslovakia), mitric acid, and oxalic acid. As a rough
25X1  estimate the number of workers at approximately 2,500;
25X1 [the plant worked in three shifis,
%gx1 lthe plant had its own power stghioa.
spur
%gxq tracks led in ‘ * Tastory. Th - was &
55x1 former worker Ing. (fan) STUCHLIK, who had
held his position since 1045, was the administrative deputy |
25X1 .
25X1 ‘ |
Draslovka ,
8. Draslovka consisted of two plants, one oi:the outskirts of Kolin
/B002R-1512E7 anal_ug_tgr_gt Uhrineves /5002§-14 :
25X1 seuth of Prague.
25X1 oth plants were -
quite modern, having been constructe ' d subsequentl
25X1  peeonstruocted]
25X1 [ The main products or botn plants were Ier
sodium and potassium oyanides, and galvenic salts, The Uhrineves
: gg%} plant had a laboratory for the testing of galvamic salts
‘ 1
~.25X1 fthe Kolln pllni.hgd.iﬁﬁf‘i?tﬁ!I‘J
 obxq - leading to the factory. In August 1052 the emtire management was -
55X 1 dismissed, including |(fmu) BORKOVEC,
o0 25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
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"B, AltHowgh i Kostolany plant d1d mot belong to the Ninistry of
' Ohemioal Industry, ‘but probably to the Ministry of Defenmse,
ecause of its oconnection with exploiives. was

25X1 "1008%ed gbout 10 Jm, from Novaky 43§-183 in the direction of
25X1 ¥1lina /B913N-1844E/, and was a small factory where some military
25X1 ¢Xplosives may dbe produced. | it 1s quite
o5x1 Possible, based on rumors | |and on the faoct that .

military explosives were produced there in 1947 under the supervision
of ‘the military, that research work with military expiosives was
being conduoted there instead of actual production, '
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